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BATTALION CHIEF MCGRATH TODAY IS TUESDAY

JANUARY 22 2002 THE TIME IS 1611 HOURS THIS

IS BATTALION CHIEF JAMES MCGRATH OF THE FIRE

DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK IM

CONDUCTING AN INTERVIEW WITH TIMOTHY BURKE OF

ENGINE 202 THIS INTERVIEW IS REGARDING THE

EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11 2001 AND IS TAKING PLACE

IN THE QUARTERS OF ENGINE 202 IN BROOKLYN

TIMMY PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME AND JUST

RECOUNT WHAT HAPPENED ON SEPTEMBER 11 TO THE BEST OF

YOUR RECOLLECTION

MY NAME IS TIMOTHY JAMES BURKE FROM ENGINE

202 WAS WORKING SEPTEMBER 11 GOT IN AT

OCLOCK IN THE MORNING THE FIRST PLANE HAD HIT

LITTLE LATER WE WATCHED IT FROM THE ROOF OF THE

BUILDING THEN THEY CALLED US TO STAGING AREA AROUND

QUARTER TO NINE THINK WHICH WOULD BE THE BROOKLYN

BATTERY TUNNEL FROM THE BROOKLYN BATTERY TUNNEL

STAGING AREA WE WATCHED THE SECOND PLANE COME IN

AS SOON AS THE SECOND PLANE CAME IN THEY

SENT US INTO THE TUNNEL WE SPENT FEW MINUTES IN THE

TUNNEL SEEMED LIKE LOT OF TRAFFIC IN THE TUNNEL

IT WAS RUMORED THAT THEY WERE BLOWING UP THE TUNNEL

THEN WE GOT THROUGH WE DROVE OVER WHAT FELT LIKE
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GRAVEL BECAUSE THERE WAS SO MUCH GLASS AND DEBRIS

AROUND SAW PLANE TIRE IN AN ALLEY BODY PARTS AND

PEOPLE ALL OVER THE PLACE WE PULLED UP AS SOON AS WE

GOT UP IN FRONT OF THE BUILDING THINK WE WERE RIGHT

IN FRONT OF THE VISTA HOTEL THEY MADE STATEMENT THAT

WE SHOULD KEEP MOVING FORWARD SO OUR RIGS WE GOT

BACK ON THE RIGS THEN WE MOVED TO POSITION RIGHT IN

FRONT OF LOOKS LIKE THE MERRILL LYNCH BUILDING WHICH

IS WORLD FINANCIAL CENTER

FROM THERE WE PROCEEDED TO THAT WOULD BE THE

STAGING AREA WHICH IS THE TWO GARAGE TUNNELS THEIR

STAGING AREA WAS RIGHT AT THE THROAT OF THE GARAGE

TUNNELS OUR OFFICER STAYED WITH THE COMMAND POST AND

THE ENGINE AND TRUCK WENT INTO ONE OF THE GARAGES WHERE

ALL THE FIREFIGHTERS WERE STARTING TO MEET UP

AS SOON AS THAT HAPPENED THE CHIEF RAN OVER

STARTED SCREAMING THAT THE ENGINE SHOULD BE ON ONE

SIDE THE TRUCK SHOULD BE ON ANOTHER THATS THE LAST

SAW OF 101 THATS THE LAST WE SAW FROM 101 THEN

THEY WERE SPLIT FROM US THERE WAS JUST ALL ENGINES ON

THAT SIDE GUY FROM 211 HAD CELL PHONE AND WE WERE

ALL TRYING TO CALL OUR FAMILIES AT THIS POINT THIS

WAS FEW MINUTES INTO THE BOX FEW MINUTES INTO US

BEING THERE WOULD SAY ABOUT 10 MINUTES
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IT SEEMED PRETTY BAD THAT EVERYBODY WAS

WILLING TO GET ON THE PHONE AND TRY TO CALL THEIR WIVES

TO SAY GOOD BYE OR SAY WHATEVER JUST THE FACES OF

PEOPLE YOU KIND OF KNEW THAT SOME OF US WERE GOING TO

GET HURT BECAUSE IT WAS JUST TOO TOO TOO MUCH GOING

ON HAD RADIO AND WAS THE NOZZLE MAN HAD

RADIO THERE WAS CALLING FOR WATER THEY HAD NO

WATER THEY HAD NO WATER THOUGHT IT WAS COMING FROM

ENGINE 10 IM NOT SURE THEN THERE WAS CALL OUT

THAT ONE ENGINE WAS ON THE 19 FLOOR AND THAT IF THEY

EXPECT THEM TO GET TO 34 ITS GOING TO BE AT LEAST AN

HOUR FORGET THE NUMBER OF THAT ENGINE

THERE WAS LOT OF CHATTER THERE WAS

CHATTER THAT FIREMAN WAS HIT BY JUMPER TO KEEP

YOUR HEADS UP TO KEEP AN EYE OUT ON WHAT WAS GOING

ON WE LEARNED THAT WAS DANNY SUHR AT ONE POINT AT

THE BEGINNING OF US GETTING THERE AT ONE POINT WE GOT

OFF THE RIG WE GOT ALL OUR GEAR AND WE NEEDED

SOMETHING ELSE OFF THE RIG SO BOBBY NORRIS AND RAN

TO THE RIG AND LOOKED AT HIM AND WASNT GOING TO GO

UNLESS HE WENT AND HE WASNT GOING TO GO UNLESS WENT

BECAUSE IT LOOKED LITTLE HAIRY NOT THAT WE WOULDNT

GO IT WAS JUST WE WANTED TO STAY WITH EACH OTHER

MAKE SURE EVERYTHING WAS OKAY WITH EACH OTHER BECAUSE
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THERE WAS LOT OF STUFF COMING DOWN

THATS WHEN SAW THE GUY FROM RESCUE

ANGINELLI THE OLDER GUY AND WASNT SURE WHAT HE

WANTED HE LOOKED LITTLE OLD AND WAS WONDERING

WHAT HE WAS DOING HE WANTED AN EXTRA SCOTT PACK IF WE

HAD ONE ON OUR RIG WE SEARCHED THE RIG FOR SCOTT

PACK THEN FOUND OUT THAT HE IS NOT WITH US

ANYMORE REMEMBERED JUST SPEAKING TO HIM

THEN WE FADED BACK TO THE GARAGE AND THEY

STARTED SENDING COMPANIES IN IT WAS LIKE THEY WERENT

GRABBING OFFICERS AT THIS POINT AND SAYING GET YOUR

COMPANY TOGETHER THEY WERE JUST GRABBING FULL SETS OF

MEN WE WERENT FULL SET OF MEN WE WERE JUST ME AND

BOBBY STANDING AT THE LINE OUR CHAUFFEUR WAS SITTING

WITH OUR DETAIL FROM 20 PETE HIS WIFE WAS IN THE

BUILDING

WHEN THE PLANE HIT HE CALLED HIS WIFE TO

SAY WHEN THE PLANE HIT TOWER ONE HE CALLED HIS WIFE

TO SAY GET OUT OF TOWER TWO WHEN WE GOT TO THE BOX

HE WAS SITTING ON THE SIDE JUST WORRYING ABOUT HIS

WIFE HE WAS READY TO GO BUT HE WASNT SITTING WITH

US SO WHEN THEY STARTED TAKING COMPANIES WITHOUT

OFFICERS THEY STARTED GRABBING FULL GROUPS OF GUYS

THEY WERE JUST GRABBING GUYS ON EITHER SIDE OF US
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THEN THERE WERE STILL HUNCH OF GUYS THERE

STILL GUYS IN THE STREETS STILL EVERYTHING GOING ON

ANOTHER CHIEF CAME OVER AND SAID YOU ARE GOING TO BE

THERE FOR WHILE START LOOSENING UP BECAUSE THERE

WAS ALREADY RADIO CONTACT THAT GUYS WERE FALLING IN THE

STAIRS WITH HEART ATTACKS AND STUFF THINGS LIKE

THAT GUYS WERE GOING DOWN GUYS WEREN MAKING THE

STAIRS

DO YOU KNOW ANY SPECIFICS ANY COMPANIES

NO IT WAS JUST DONT KNOW IF IT WAS

RADIO OR RUMOR BUT WHEN THE CHIEF CAME OVER HE SAID

EVERYBODY YOU ARE GOING TO BE HERE WHILE LOOSEN

UP LOOSEN UP

DO YOU KNOW WHO THE CHIEF WAS

NO DONT REMEMBER REMEMBER ONE GUY

THERE WAS METCALF HE WAS REMEMBER HIM FROM PROBY

SCHOOL HE WAS LIEUTENANT IN PROBY SCHOOL
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THE OTHER CHIEF RAN OVER AND HE SEEMED LIKE

CHIEF FOR LITTLE WHILE HE SEEMED LIKED LITTLE

OLDER HE SAYS EVERYBODY CALM DOWN YOU ARE GOING TO

BE HERE WHILE TAKE YOUR GEAR OFF STAY COOL YOU

DONT WANT TO HEAT UP NOW SOME OF THE GUYS STARTED

TAKING THEIR MASKS OFF THE JACKETS OFF REMEMBER WE

MADE NICE PILE OF STUFF REMEMBER WHERE OUR PILE

WAS THEN WE WERE SITTING THERE AND WAITING TO GET

CALLED IN THEN THE RADIOS ARE GOING CALLING FOR

WATER CALLING FOR THIS CALLING FOR THAT YOU KNOW

DIFFERENT THINGS GOING ON ON THE RADIO THAT RIGHT NOW

ITS HARD FOR ME TO REMEMBER EXACTLY ALL THE CHATTER

BUT IT WAS VERY SEEMED CHAOTIC BUT NOT OUT OF

CONTROL YOU KNOW

WHEN WE WERE STANDING THERE AND LIKE SAID

PEOPLE YOU JUST SAW PEOPLE MOVING ALL PEOPLE MOVING

AND IF YOU LOOKED AT TOWER ONE YOU SAW JUMPERS YOU

COULD HEAR THE SOUND OF JUMPERS WHEN YOU LOOKED AT

TOWER TWO YOU SAW MORE FLAMES SO IM STANDING IN THE

STREET YOU COULD LOOK FOR JUMPERS TO YOUR LEFT AND

FLAMES TO YOUR RIGHT BECAUSE TOWER TWO WAS MORE

INVOLVED

AT THAT POINT WAS GOING WHERE THE HELL ARE
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THE CHOPPERS THATS MY MENTALITY GOING WHERE THE

HELL ARE THE JETS WHERE THE HELL ARE THE CHOPPERS

AM THINKING THERE WAS GOING TO BE ANOTHER PLANE AND

EVERY TIME WE HEARD NOISE PEOPLE THOUGHT IT WAS ANOTHER

PLANE COMING IN AND SO EVERYONE WOULD LIKE FLINCH

THEN THE BUILDING POPPED LOWER THAN THE

FIRE WHICH LEARNED WAS GUESS THE AVIATION FUEL

FELL INTO THE PIT AND WHATEVER FLOOR IT FELL ON HEATED

UP REALLY BAD AND THATS WHY IT POPPED AT THAT FLOOR

THATS THE RUMOR HEARD BUT IT SEEMED LIKE WAS

GOING OH MY GOD THERE IS SECONDARY DEVICE BECAUSE

THE WAY THE BUILDING POPPED THOUGHT IT WAS AN

EXPLOSION

WHEN THAT HAPPENED THEY ALL STARTED FADING

INTO THE GARAGE MASSES OF PEOPLE IM THINKING THIS

BUILDING IS COMING DOWN WE ARE GOING TO BE COVERED BY

TWO BUILDINGS DIDNT KNOW IF IT WAS GOOD IDEA TO

RUN FOR THE GARAGE AT THAT TIME WAS REALLY SAYING

IM GOING TO BE KILLED BY TWO BUILDINGS THEY ARE NOT

GOING TO FIND ME UNTIL THEY UNCOVER ONE BUILDING SO

WITH THE AMOUNT OF PEOPLE RUSHING ME WE RAN THROUGH

THE GARAGE WE KEPT RUNNING THROUGH THE ONLY THING

WE COULD THINK ABOUT WAS TRYING TO GET AS FAR INTO THE

BUILDING AS POSSIBLE WHICH WAS WEIRD JUST WANTED
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TO GET DEEPER AND DEEPER FURTHER AND FURTHER AWAY

WHICH WAS MY MENTALITY

THE GUYS WERE FOLLOWING US ME AND JOE WE

ALL RAN UP TILL WE GOT TO LIKE WHAT LOOKED LIKE

WORKMANS SHANTY BECAUSE IT WAS PLYWOOD LOCKED UP

DOOR JUST TEMPORARY DOOR USUALLY CONSTRUCTION

WORKERS KEEP THEIR TOOLS IN THERE ITS SOMETHING

KNOW BECAUSE USED TO WORK IN THE CONSTRUCTION FIELD

IT WOULD BE LIKE TOOL LOCK OR SOMETHING JUST

SOMETHING TEMPORARY MADE REMEMBER TRYING TO BREAK

INTO THERE JUST TO GET THAT MUCH FURTHER IN

ALL OF SUDDEN THE NOISES STOPPED THE SOUND

OF THE BUILDING FALLING STOPPED WE ALL TURNED AROUND

AND IT WAS DARK NOW WE REALLY COULDNT SEE WE GOT

BACK TO WHERE WE WENT BACK TO THE GARAGE AS FAR IN

IT AS WE WERE WE WERE ALL FULL OF THE CLOUD THE

CLOUD WAS IN THERE ALL EATING THE CLOUD WHATEVER IT

WAS LIKE VERY THICK KEEP SAYING IT WAS LIKE

DIMENSIONAL OBJECT IT WASNT SMOKE IT WAS LIKE

EVERYTHING IT WAS LIKE SAND STORM WE ONLY HAD

BUNKER PANTS ON AT THIS TIME

WAS WITH BOBBY DONT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED

TO ANYBODY ELSE BUT IT WAS VERY SILENT AFTER THE

BUILDING FELL THEN ALL THE MAYDAYS STARTED HAPPENING
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THE GUYS WERE SCREAMING YOU ONIY TUNE INTO CERTAIN

NUMBERS LIKE HEARD 131 LOOKING FOR THEIR IRONS

MAN JUST KEPT HEARING THAT BACK AND FORTH BOBBY

NORRIS AND STAYED TOGETHER THE WHOLE TIME WE WERE

LIKE IF WAS GOING ANYWHERE IT WAS WITH HIM AND HE

WAS DOING THE SAME THING KEPT ON SAYING TO MYSELF

WHERE IS 101 BECAUSE THATS MY COMPANY SO WHERE

101

KEPT NOT HEARING THEM AND KNEW IT WAS

DIFFERENT GROUP OF GUYS THAT KEPT ON SAYING THEY

SCREWED UP SOMETHING HAPPENED THEY SCREWED UP

EITHER THEY ARE ALL TOGETHER OR THEY ARE ALL SCREWED

UP KEPT HEARING 131 LOOKING FOR THE IRONS MAN THE

IRONS MAN ANSWERING BACK

THINK HEARD SEAN ALBERT FROM 279 CALL FOR

HIS GUYS KNOW HEARD SEAN CALL FOR HIS COMPANY

THINK IT WAS 279 DONT KNOW DONT REMEMBER

EXACTLY JUST REMEMBER 131 BECAUSE 131 INAUDIBLE

COME ON SPEAK WE DIDNT HEAR ANYTHING MADE

CHOICE WITH BOBBY TO GO GET OUR GEAR WE FELT THAT IF

WE WERE GOING TO BE HERE FOR LONG WHILE WANT MY

HELMET MY JACKET IF CAN GET MY CYLINDER

ACTUALLY HAD SIZE UP OF THE GARAGE BECAUSE WHEN WE

FIRST GOT THERE WE LOOKED AROUND THE GARAGE SO KNEW
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EXACTLY HOW FAR IT WAS FROM THIS ONE STAIRWELL AND WHEN

WE FOUND THE STAIRWELL KNEW OUR GEAR WAS 15 20 FEET

UP AND THAT WOULD BE 10 FEET FROM THE ENTRY OF THE

GARAGE

SO WENT FOR IT WENT FOR MY GEAR BOBBY

CAME WITH ME WE GRABBED OUR GEAR WE GRABBED EACH

CYLINDER SCOTT PACKS AND GRABBED AN EXTRA SCOTT

PACK WE BOTH WE BOTH STARTED FALLING BACK SOMEBODY

HAD RAN SEARCH GROUP TO BACK STAIRWELL WHICH WAS

PRETTY GOOD IDEA FROM THE STAIRWELL KNEW IT WOULD

HAVE PUT US RIGHT INTO THE ATRIUM SO WE DIDNT KNOW

IF THAT WAS GOOD IDEA TO GO IN THERE THE ATRIUM

BEING THAT CAFETERIA IN BETWEEN THE BUILDINGS ITS

NOT REALLY CAFETERIA ITS LIKE TABLE AREA WHERE

YOU CAN SIT DOWN AND HAVE COFFEE WHATEVER PART OF

MALL YOU WOULD SAY BECAUSE THE BOTTOM LEVEL WAS

MALL

THE STAIRWELL KNEW WOULD LEAD US RIGHT INTO

THAT AREA SO WE DIDNT THINK THAT WAS GOOD IDEA TO

TAKE PLUS WE DIDNT HAVE OUR OFFICER THE CHAUFFEUR OR

THE BACK UP MAN AND IT WAS JUST ME AND THE CONTROL MAN

TOGETHER THEN LIEUTENANT CALKINS WAS LOOKING FOR US

WE WERE CALLING BACK TO HIM THINK HE WAS ALREADY

OUTSIDE ON THE OUTSIDE WHERE THE MORANS BAR SIDE



12

BURKE

IS WAS RIGHT THERE WHICH IS THE PIER EVERYTHING

IS WHATCHAMACALLIT LANDMARKS MORANS BAR WAS THE

LANDMARK HE WAS ALREADY OUT THERE BUT BOBBY AND

WERE STILL INSIDE WE ACTUALLY THOUGHT OF GOING BACK

OUT THE WAY WE CAME IN BUT THERE WAS NO VISIBILITY AND

WHEN WE GOT UP FOR OUR GEAR THE ALUMINUM FACADE WAS

LAYING ACROSS THE STUFF THOUGHT IT WAS DUCT WORK

BECAUSE WE HAD NO VISIBILITY AND IT FELT LIKE DUCT

WORK IM GOING HOLY GEEZ THE BUILDING CAME APART

THAT MUCH THERE IS PIECES OF DUCT WORK ALL OVER THE

PLACE

IF THERE WAS VISIBILITY WE PROBABLY WOULD

HAVE WENT OUT KNOWING THAT WE HAD AN EXIT OUT THE

FRONT BUT THERE WASNT VISIBILITY SO WE FADED BACK

AGAIN THATS WHEN WE GOT IN TOUCH WITH CALKINS AND

CALKINS WAS CALLING BACK AND FORTH TO US WE FINALLY

HOOKED UP WE WENT OUTSIDE

WHERE DID YOU MEET THE LIEUTENANT IN THE

GARAGE

IN THE GARAGE BY THE SEARCH ROPE WHAT

BOBBY AND DID WAS ONE OF US STAYED BY THE SEARCH

ROPE THE OTHER GUY WOULD GO OUT 10 FEET AND COME BACK

AND WE WOULD WORK OUR WAY DOWN LOOKING FOR THINGS

LOOKING IF WE COULD GO ANY FURTHER FROM WHERE WE WERE
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THIS WAY WE HAD AN IDEA WHAT WAS GOING ON WE WORKED

THE SEARCH ROPE DOWN TO WHERE KNEW OF STAIRWELL

BECAUSE AT LEAST IF WE HAD TO BAIL OUT KNEW OF ONE

WE STAYED AT THAT POINT THATS WHERE CALKINS FOLLOWED

US FOLLOWED THE SEARCH ROPE WE KEPT ON SAYING WE

WERE ON THE ROPE WE WERE ON THE ROPE HE FOLLOWED THE

ROPE DOWN AND FOUND US WE PROCEEDED OUTSIDE

WHEN WE HAD GOTTEN OUT WE WERE ON THE PIER

SIDE AND THATS ANOTHER REASON WHY IT SAVED US BECAUSE

WE WERE ISOLATED FROM THE OTHER BUILDING WE WERE

HERE WE CAME OUT BACK HERE AND WE WERE HERE THE

WINTER GARDEN WOULD BE THE ATRIUM SO SOMEWHERE AROUND

HERE HAD FOUND STAIRWELL BUT WE DIDNT TAKE THAT

ONE WE TOOK STAIRWELL THAT WAS OVER HERE WE

POPPED OUT OVER HERE THERE WERE JUST GUYS FALLING

REMEMBER RUNNING WHEN THE BUILDING FIRST STARTED

COMING DOWN REMEMBER RUNNING AND FOLLOWING GUYS FROM

204 BECAUSE ZIEGLER HAD CUT ON HIS HAND AND KEPT

ON TELLING HIM WAS FOLLOWING HIS BLOOD TRAIL SO WE

MADE LITTLE JOKE OUT OF IT BECAUSE HE WAS DOING

PRETTY GOOD

THATS BEFORE WE LOST ALL VISIBILITY THEN

DONT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM KNEW 204 WAS IN

THERE WITH US BUT DIDNT KNOW WHERE 224 WAS
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DIDNT KNOW WHERE ANYBODY ELSE WAS JUST REMEMBER

ZIEGLER FROM 204 BEFORE WE LOST ALL VISIBILITY WE

POPPED OUT OVER HERE WE ALL GOT TOGETHER THERE WAS

OF US THE WHOLE ENGINE COMPANY AND COMPLETE SETS OF

BUNKER GEAR BECAUSE WE HAD NO TOOLS WE HAD NO

ANYTHING JUST CYLINDERS AND THREE COMPLETE SETS OF

BUNKER GEAR BECAUSE EVERYBODY WENT LIKE SAID THE

CHIEF TOLD US BREAK DOWN AND TAKE YOUR STUFF OFF AND

THEN THE BUILDINGS CAME DOWN AND NOBODY HAD REALLY

CHANCE TO RECOVER THEIR GEAR

THEN ONE GUY WAS SCREAMING LETS ALL GET

TOGETHER LETS ALL GET TOGETHER THE LIEUTENANT SAYS

THE FIRST BUILDING FELL THE SECOND BUILDING WILL

LETS KEEP MOVING WE LEFT WE STARTED WALKING ON THE

PIER WHEN WE GOT AROUND MORANS BAR OVER TO WHERE THE

FLOATING HOSPITAL IS

STOP FOR ONE SECOND OKAY

BACK ON

YES

WE GOT OUT OF THE BUILDING AND

YOU WERE HEADING NORTH

WE WERE HEADING NORTH UNDER THE LIEUTENANTS

INSTRUCTIONS THAT THE FIRST BUILDING CAME DOWN THE

SECOND ONE WILL LETS KEEP MOVING SO WE MOVED
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AROUND AND WE GOT TO THEY HAD THAT FERRY THAT

FLOATING BARGE WE GOT THERE THE OTHER BUILDING

STARTED COMING DOWN WE RAN AND AT THIS POINT THERE

WAS GOOD HUNDRED FIREMEN RUNNING GUYS WERE TRIPPING

WE WERE WORRIED ABOUT GETTING COVERED WITH DEBRIS WE

ACTUALLY GOT COVERED WITH THE CLOUD AGAIN OVER ON THE

PIER SIDE UP THERE

WE ENDED UP GETTING SEPARATED LITTLE BIT

AGAIN BUT IT WASNT BAD BECAUSE WE WERE OUTSIDE WHEN

WE GOT UP TO THERE AND GUESS ITS CALLED RIVER

TERRACE BY THIS MAP WE WERE GOING UP THERE LIKE

SAID THE SECOND BUILDING HAD FALLEN NOW WE WERE CUT

OFF FROM THE FIRST BUILDING BY BEING ON THE PIER SIDE

SO WE HAD TO WALK AROUND TO GET TO AROUND THERE WE HAD

THINK AT THIS POINT IS WHEN WE KNEW EVERYTHING

WAS ALL HAYWIRE

DID YOU HEAR ANY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS AT THAT

POINT THAT YOU RECALL

NOT THAT RECALL IT WAS JUST HECTIC

REALLY WAS WE WENT UP TO THE CORNER SOMEWHERE OVER

HERE AND THERE WAS TWO FERRIES THERE WAS COUPLE OF

HURT FIREMEN WE HELPED THEM ON THE FERRY REMEMBER

THAT WE WERE STANDING THERE AND IT WAS LIKE DONT

KNOW EXACTLY WHAT TIME IT WAS BUT KNEW IT WAS THE
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MORNING AND THEN WE LOOKED AT THE OFFICER AND WE ASKED

IF WE CAN GO TRY AND GET SOME WATER OR SOMETHING FOR US

AND FOR WHOEVER NEEDED IT

WE WENT INTO STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL BOBBY

AND AND WE COMMANDEERED DOLLY WE FILLED IT WITH

SANDWICHES AND JUICES AND WE STARTED HANDING THEM OUT

TO WHOEVER NEEDED IT WE JUST STARTED HELPING PEOPLE

ON THE PIER SIDE WE STARTED HELPING FIREMEN AND

CIVILIANS ON TO THE FERRY BOATS THEY KEPT GOING BACK

AND THEN ALL OF SUDDEN WHEN WE GOT THAT DOLLY FILLED

WITH ALL THE STUFF WE GOT BACK TO THE PIER SIDE AND

THE FERRY CAME IN WITH WATER WE THREW WATER ON THE

DOLLY WE WHEELED THAT DOLLY FOR ABOUT HALF AN HOUR

AROUND THE PIER AND WHEREVER WE WERE GOING WE ENDED

UP AT WEST STREET WOULD SAY PROBABLY AROUND MURRAY

THATS THE CORNER WHERE STUYVESANT HIGH SCHOOL IS IF

THATS THE STREET IM NOT REALLY SURE IF IT WAS

THINK WE WERE FURTHER DOWN THAN VESEY THINK WE WERE

AT MURRAY

WE ENDED UP OVER THERE AND THEN ALL THE

SECOND WAVE OF FIREMEN CAME IN AND YOU COULD SEE THE

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FIRST WAVE FIREMEN AND THE

SECOND WAVE FIREMEN BECAUSE THE FIRST WAVE FIREMEN HAD

THE LOOK IN THEIR EYES LIKE OH MY GOD YOU DONT EVEN
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KNOW WHAT HAPPENED

AT THAT POINT WE WERE JUST THINK

EVERYBODY THE EMOTIONS WERE FRIED JUST WONDERING

LIKE YOU WANTED TO DO THINGS BUT WE COULDNT DO

ANYTHING WE GOT DOWN THERE AT ONE POINT IN THE DAY

WE WALKED DOWN THERE WE JUST GOT BEAT UP WITH THAT

SAND STORM AGAIN AND WE FADED BACK THE REST OF THE

DAY WE WERE UNLOADING TRUCKS WE WERE JUST DOING

WHATEVER LITTLE THINGS WE COULD DO BUT THEY WERE

WAITING FOR WORLD TRADE CENTER TO FALL DIDNT

CALL MY WIFE UNTIL 400 OCLOCK THAT AFTERNOON TO TELL

HER WAS OKAY

THEN THE LIEUTENANT CALLED HIS WIFE BECAUSE

WE COULDNT GET IN TOUCH WITH ANYBODY OR ANYTHING WE

DIDNT KNOW WHAT THE HELL WAS GOING ON IT WAS JUST

PEOPLE ALL OVER THE PLACE FIREMEN KEPT SHOWING UP AND

THEY SAID ANYBODY ON THE RECALL THAT WASNT THERE

BEFORE THE BUILDING FELL THEY LOOKED LIKE THEY WERE

JUST GOING TO WORK ALL THE GUYS WHO WERE THERE BEFORE

THE BUILDING FELL HAD THIS GAZE IN THEIR EYES LIKE

HOLY SHIT

WAS THERE ANY RADIO TRANSMISSIONS OR ANYBODY

YOU MIGHT HAVE RUN INTO THAT YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO ADD

THAT MIGHT HELP US
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DONT KNOW RIGHT NOW NOT REALLY LIKE

SAID SEEN ANGELINI LOOKING FOR MASK

DID HE GET ONE DID YOU FIND ONE

DIDNT HAVE ONE ON MY RIG SAW COUPLE

OF THINGS IN THE WATER THEY HAD NO PRESSURE THEY

HAD NO WATER HEARD 131

YOU MENTIONED EARLIER THAT ENGINE 10 WAS

YELLING THEY DIDNT HAVE ANY WATER DO HAVE ANY IDEA

WHAT THEIR LOCATION WAS

NO NO THINK IT WAS ENGINE 10 LOOKING FOR

WATER THERE THEY HAD NO PRESSURE THERE WAS PEOPLE

WITH NO PRESSURE FIGHTING THE FIRE THATS FROM WHAT

REMEMBER

DO YOU KNOW IF THEY WERE IN THE TOWERS OR

THEY WERE FIGHTING FIRES IN THE STREET

IM NOT EVEN SURE IT WAS AT THE BEGINNING

OF EVERYTHING IT WAS BASICALLY JUST REMEMBER

HEARING IT JUST REMEMBER HOLY GEEZ THERE IS NO

WATER ANYWHERE BECAUSE HEARD EVERYTHING WAS WIPED

OUT THEY JUST KEPT ASKING PEOPLE TO HOOK UP TO THE

BUILDING FROM WHAT REMEMBER THEY WERE TRYING TO

AUGMENT FROM AS MANY PLACES AS THEY CAN

ALL RIGHT IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU

CAN THINK OF THAT YOU MIGHT WANT TO ADD AT THIS TIME
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BEFORE WE COMPLETE THE INTERVIEW

THINK GAVE YOU QUICK VERSION

BATTALION CHIEF MCGRATH YOU GAVE ME AN

EXCELLENT VERSION ALL RIGHT THE TIME IS 1636

HOURS WANT TO THANK YOU VERY MUCH AND THIS

WILL CONCLUDE THE INTERVIEW THEN THANK YOU
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